10                   FEVER, FAMINE, AND GOLD
carried out with equal efficiency. John has no guile
nor deceit in his character, and it was typical of him
that one day when I was wrestling with my cheque-
book by that excellent method of starting at the
balance, which, after all, is what matters, and filling
out the stubs from memory and guess-work, he
looked over my shoulder and said sternly: "Captain,
that's not honest."
"But if Fm cheating anyone it's only myself," I
reminded him, somewhat stiffly.
"No matter," he said, "it's not honest."
That was John Ohman,
Georges Brun was but a few years older. Of nerves
he had none; on the contrary, he was full of un-
daunted courage and was of considerable initiative,
Weighing some seven stone from his appearance,
looking desperately delicate, as he did, he was
warned by his doctor, before leaving New York, that
he could not last six months with the Expedition,
He went through every turbulent day of it and is
still more than ready to do it all over again! The
possessor of numerous medals for marksmanship,
most of the Expedition's natural history specimens
fell to his rifle. I was never to regret my choice of
Georges,
A dozen expeditions in India, Africa, and South
America, eleven years as a British Army Officer in
various campaigns have taught me the wisdom of
choosing men for themselves and because of certain
traits of character often indiscernible by the eye or